
 

Fuel Scale Charge 

 

 

  
The VAT Fuel Scale Charge system is a simplified way of taxing the private use of car fuel. Therefore, 
if you use your vehicle for business and private motoring, you can claim all the VAT on road fuel as 
long as you apply the appropriate fuel scale charge.   

 
To enter a VAT fuel scale charge journal select Data Entry > Journals > Output VAT Journal.  The 
example below ensures all boxes in the VAT return are updated correctly. However, the exact 
method used may vary depending on your business and book-keeping procedures. Please consult 
HMRC for the latest scale charges.  
  

 

  
  
  
 Increase (CR) Output VAT by the VAT scale charge to add the VAT to Box 1.  
 Decrease (DR) sales code by the net value of the scale charge using ‘N VAT status’ to return 
the value of the sales code to 0 without affecting your VAT return.  
 Increase (CR) a sales code by the net value of the scale charge using ‘S VAT status’ to show 
the value of the output in Box 6.  
 Increase (DR) the original fuel code (normally in overheads) by the value of Output VAT using 
‘N VAT status’ to increase your fuel expenses without affecting the VAT return.  
Create a template to help with future adjustments – remember to change the date.  
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Effect on VAT Return of Fuel Scale Charge Journal  
  

 
 

 

 
Extract of VAT Audit Details showing Journal 
 
 

 

 

For full details refer to HMRC: https://www.gov.uk/fuel-scale-charge   
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